
‘Glocal’ Practices of Security Governance in 
the Postcolony

Workshop, January 22-23 2010, FU Berlin

What is referred to as the cultural, the postcolonial, or the performative turn, amongst 

others, has brought concepts and methods from the humanities into political science 

that have challenged the Eurocentrism and top-down approaches to political and social 

processes deeply engrained in much of its theories and concepts. Approaches within 

the fields of Anthropology, Area Studies, and Sociology stress the often indirect and 

productive power effects of transferred knowledge and institutions. From the bird’s 

view of formal institutions and governance agents, they turn to the processes of ap-

propriation, subversion and contestation that translate and transform global models 

and incorporate them in the hybrid field of local practices.

In particular in the domain of security and policing studies, scholars have taken up 

these perspectives and developed new concepts and methods for an innovative, multi-

disciplinary security research agenda. Whereas the governance of security and policing 

could be perceived as being exclusively situated in the domain of ‘hard’ politics at first 

sight, innovative security governance research has stressed the importance of discourse 

and representation. The workshop focuses on security governance in its broad sense 

and looks at spaces in which security governance is predominantly shaped by exter-

nal actors and knowledge in the Global South. Political rationalities and new forms of 

governance are being transferred by different means from the centres of late modern 

industrialised countries to ‘areas of limited statehood’. Interested in the interaction 

between ‘local realities‘ and ‘global designs‘, this workshop invites researchers from 

the above mentioned research traditions to discuss theoretical insights and new con-

ceptual and methodological tools for capturing the hybrid practices of ‘glocal’ security 

governance and the (new) spatial orders they produce.

Saturday, 23 January 2010

9:00 - 11:00	 Police Reform Interventions  
		  Moderation: Michael Daxner (SFB 700, FU Berlin)

		  Erlend G. Krogstad (University of Oxford): Police Reform as Global 

		  Governance: Colonial and Current Experiences in Sierra Leone 

		  Lars Ostermeier (Institut für kriminologische Sozialforschung, 

		  Universität Hamburg): German Police Reform Programs in 

		  Afghanistan: Effects on Both Sides 

		  Discussants: Ursula Schröder (SFB 700, FU Berlin)

11:00 - 11:15	 Coffee

11:15 - 13:00	 Directions and Challenges for a Multidisciplinary Research 		
		  Agenda of Hybrid ‘Glocal’ (Security) Governance
		  Inputs by Richard Rottenburg, Julia Eckert, Anna Leander and 

		  Paul E. Amar; General Discussion

13:00		  Lunch

 Organisers: 
 Jana Hönke 
 (hoenke@zedat.fu-berlin.de)
 Markus-Michael Müller
 (muellerm@zedat.fu-berlin.de)

 Venue:
 DFG Sonderforschungsbereich 700
 Alfried-Krupp-Haus-Berlin
 Binger Str. 40
 14197 Berlin

 Public Transport: 
 U3 or Buslines 101, 248, 282 to
 Breitenbachplatz

SFB 700



Draft Program 

Friday, 22 January 2010
9:00 - 11:00 	 The Global Entanglement of Local Security Governance. 
		  Approaches, Concepts, Methods
		  Jana Hönke (SFB 700, FU Berlin) & Markus M. Müller 

		  (Lateinamerikainstitut, FU Berlin): Welcome & Introduction

		  Thomas Risse (SFB 700, Otto-Suhr-Institut for Political Science, FU 

		  Berlin): Transfer, Translation, Appropriation and Contestation. 

		  Dynamics of Governance in Areas of Limited Statehood 

		  Richard Rottenburg (Institut für Ethnologie, Universität Halle):

		  States of Emergency, Interventions, Experiments

		  Discussion

11:00 - 11:15	 Coffee Break

11:15 - 13:00	 Discourse and Practices of Policing 

		  Moderation: Marianne Braig (Lateinamerikainstitut, FU Berlin)

		  Markus-Michael Müller (Lateinamerikatinstitut, FU Berlin): “Rudy al 

		  Rescate”: The Transnationalization of Policing in Mexico City Between

		  Appropriation, Informality and Negotiation - Lessons from the 

		  Giuliani Initiative.

		  Boris Wilke (SWP, SFB700): Putting (Security) Governance in Its Place.

		  The Case of South-West Pakistan

		  Discussant: Julia Eckert (Institut für Sozialanthropologie, Universität 

		  Bern)

13:00 - 14:00	 Lunch
 

14:00 - 16:00	 The Security Practices of Transnational Companies 
		  Moderation: Markus M. Müller (Lateinamerikainstitut, FU Berlin)

		  Jana Hönke (SFB 700, FU Berlin): Business in Security Governance: 

		  ‘Global’ Discourse and Everyday Practices in the Hybrid Space of an

		  African Extraction Enclave 

		  Anna Leander & Peter A. Albrecht (Copenhagen Business School): The 

		  Field of Security Professionals and SSR in Sierra Leone

		  Discussants: Paul E. Amar (Law and Society Program, UC Santa Barbara)

16:00 - 16:30	 Coffee Break

16:30 - 18:30	 (Re-)Spacing Security Governance
		  Moderation: Jana Hönke (SFB 700, FU Berlin)

		  Paul E. Amar (Law and Society Program, UC Santa Barbara): Contested 	

		  Logics of Security Governance: New Urban Approaches to the Study of 

		  Emergent ‚Human-Security‘ Superpowers in the Global South 

		  Ulrike Höppner (SFB 700, FU Berlin): New Political Spaces/Somaliland 

		  Christine Hentschel (Institut für Afrikanistik, Universität Leipzig): 

		  Governing Security by Doing Space

		  Discussant: Anke Strüver (Institut für Geographie, Universität 

		  Münster) (tbc)

19:00		  Workshop Dinner


